
 
 
 

   
August 3, 2012 
 

Announcements  
  
Deadline Approaching for our NCI CCSG Renewal  
Yale Cancer Center's Cancer Center Support Grant (CCSG) 
renewal is due to the National Cancer Institute on Tuesday, 
September 25. I am pleased to report that our application is in 
great shape and that we are in the final stages of editing and 
polishing the grant. I am very grateful for the hard work and 
dedication of our senior leadership who have been invaluable 
throughout the writing process over the last several months.  I 
would especially like to thank Chad Ellis and his team, 
including Adam Roshka, Hilary Prosnitz, Christine Holberg, 
Michelle Dingus, and Andrea Aldrich for their efforts; their 
organization and writing have made the process as smooth 
and seamless as possible.   
  
Over the next couple of weeks we may have last minute 
requests and questions for many of you. Your quick response 
and approval is crucial to enabling us to submit the grant to 
Grants and Contracts in a timely manner for submission to the 
NCI before September 25th. Thank you in advance for your 
assistance and cooperation. 
  
   
Valerie Horsley 
Receives Presidential 
Award 
I am pleased to 
announce that Dr. Valerie 
Horsley has been 
awarded the Presidential 
Early Career Award for 
Scientists and Engineers 
for her work on the 
generation of skin cells. 
The award, funded by the 
Department of Health 
and Human Services, is 
the highest honor 
bestowed by the United 
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Countdown to 
the CCSG 
Submission 
  

53 days 
  
until our CCSG  
grant is due on  
September 25, 2012. 
  
  

 
 

Join Yale Cancer 
Center on Facebook 
  

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001TBSLlWbsZwFVV3u8kzWRfaZsM5qX0cXcLUtJ5VXcyUx7EivaFzsEbsHhiq6UY9kWnO4U_USb-Zuhg5AJBgQEkd17SzZInzVD73hNf7ZkTeGE9ZklW_Qk72VnHqyHjNJHDI0kZo--O337tSCy5PE7ZL3xG0BM9mri�
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001TBSLlWbsZwEbQl40d1b6SzMbTWApHXwNgW5SZAdgWXsPDKyg7otnKmdNJ5GX7G2Si5oMFXGQRcdiY3M5B9X7AmmEAUPP4nHIUTmSFlzzo9tQLmH2Nyp-TJ_asLVpc1g2VgWatthXHbQ=�
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001TBSLlWbsZwF-Gc97wwSP7oMYD7Fk65slquduK0GmykN30EUxECAqH2qn_QwXI-yjNeSTvuDYntE9by0DkaHdrwIt1bEQj16C9rH51Ar7y2NGboF-i-6TneRUQnGwAAi0wCFEi6SsUA0XGy_9Q06YJTmlgc0El-lSGkzLk_POJL8CbNMfWt1XLRs3aO2sjnWX7A2wd6q8FV0=�


States government on science and engineering professionals 
in the early stages of their independent research careers. It 
recognizes Valerie's work on the generation of skin cells, which 
has already earned her many honors. Valerie is a member of 
our Signal Transduction Research Program. 
  

 
Notables  
  
Dr. Herta Chao has been promoted to Associate Professor of 
Medicine (Medical Oncology). Dr. Chao is a member of our 
Developmental Therapeutics Research Program and cares for 
patients at the West Haven VA Cancer Center. 
  
Dr. Brenda Cartmel has been awarded an R03 grant from the 
National Institutes of Health to study the effect of exercise on 
cortisol dysregulation in ovarian cancer survivors. The study 
will explore whether a 6-month home-based exercise 
intervention will alter the diurnal cortisol patterns in ovarian 
cancer and the association between diurnal cortisol patterns 
and quality of life, depression, and fatigue in ovarian cancer 
survivors. 
  
Dr. Michael DiGiovanna received a grant from the 
Connecticut Breast Health Initiative to fund his study on 
combination targeting of the IGF-1 receptor and HER2 in 
breast cancer. This is the fourth consecutive year that Dr. 
DiGiovanna has received funding from the program.  
  

 
In the News 
  

New Melanoma Driver Genes Found in Largest DNA 
Sequencing Study to Date 
 
Yale Cancer Center geneticists, biochemists, and structural 
biologists have painted the most comprehensive picture yet of 
the molecular landscape of melanoma, a highly aggressive and 
often deadly skin cancer. The study appears in the July 29 
advance online publication of Nature Genetics. 

 

 
Inside 
yalecancercenter.org     
       
CV Library 
The CV library is a new resource 
available to our members, with 
CVs of post-docs and others 
looking for positions at Yale. 
Please browse the listings if you 
have openings, and send the 
CVs you receive to share. 
Learn More >> 
 
Research in Progress  
Video presentations from Yale 
Cancer Center faculty on 
current research projects are 
now available online. 
Learn More >> 
  
In the News  
Read recent articles featuring 
experts from Yale Cancer 
Center. 
Learn More >> 
 
Subscribe to Yale Cancer 
Center Answers on iTunes 
Yale Cancer Center's weekly 
radio program on CT Public 
Radio is ranked number 2 in 
the world for cancer programs 
on iTunes. Subscribe to the 
show.   
Learn More >> 
 
Yale Cancer Center Grand 
Rounds  Video presentations 
from Yale Cancer Center 
members are now available 
online.   
Learn More >> 
 
DirectConnect Archives 
Learn More >>  
 
 

 
Events 
   
August 5; 6 PM 
WNPR 
Yale Cancer Center Answers  
Plastic Surgery for 
Melanoma 
Deepak Narayan, MD 
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The Yale study used powerful DNA sequencing technologies to 
examine 147 melanomas originating from both sun-exposed 
and sun-shielded sites. 
  
The study revealed an excess of UV-induced mutations in sun-
exposed melanomas. Most of these are passenger mutations 
that do not have a functional role in melanoma. "We devised a 
mathematical model to sort out the relevant DNA alterations 
from over 25,000 total mutations," says co-author Michael 
Krauthammer, Associate Professor of Pathology, who directed 
the bioinformatics effort for the study. 
Learn More >> 
  

 
West Haven VA Opens New 

Cancer Center 
  
The Comprehensive Cancer Center at VACT Healthcare 
System in West Haven had its first day of clinical operations in 
its new space in Building 2, fifth floor West, on Thursday July 
26. Above, Veteran Kevin Mitchell cuts the ribbon to officially 
open the infusion room in its new location. Pictured with Mr. 
Mitchell are staff from the Chemotherapy Room, Dr. Michal 

Rose (Director, 
Cancer Center, far 
left) and VA 
Connecticut 
Director Janice 
Boss (second from 
the left, back row). 
 

 

Learn More >> 
    
  
August 9; 9 AM 
Smilow, Lower Level, Room E 
Therapeutic Radiology Grand 
Rounds 
SBRT/IMRT Conference 
James B. Yu, MD 
Learn More >> 
  
  
August 10; 7PM 
New Haven Green 
Yale New Haven Hospital 
Presents: Music on the Green 
The BoDeans performing 
"Closer to Free" 
Learn More >> (PDF) 
   
  
August 12; 6 PM 
WNPR  
Yale Cancer Center Answers 
Learn more about the Closer 
to Free bike ride 
Abe Lopman and Jennifer Ford 
Chatfield 
Learn More >> 
  
  
August 16: 9AM 
Smilow, Lower Level, Room E 
Therapeutic Radiology Grand 
Rounds 
Interventional Pulmonology 
and Radiation Oncology: The 
Promise of the Future 
Jonathan Puchalski, MD 
Learn More >> 
  

 
Employment 
Opportunities  
  
Yale Cancer Center has several 
positions open.  
   
Please share these opportunities 
with colleagues who may be 
interested in joining our team.   
   
  
Clinical Secretary 
Req# 17600 
  
  
Data Manager 
Req# 16340 
  
  
CRN 2: Clinical Research Nurse  
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Closer to Free  
  
The BoDeans to Perform Closer to Free  
The BoDeans, the 80 and 90s rock band who released the 
song "Closer to Free" on their 1993 album will perform on the 
New Haven Green on Friday, August 10th at 7 PM as part of the 
free Music on the Green series sponsored by Yale-New Haven 
Hospital. Closer to Free is the inspiration behind the advertising 
campaign for Smilow Cancer Hospital, the Closer to Free fund and 
our annual Closer to Free bike ride. 
Learn More >> 
   
Join us on September 8, 2012 for the Closer to Free Ride 

  
 Watch Video >> 

 
Employee Profile: 

Kristine Lamb 
 
The Employee Profile recognizes the diverse contributions 
made by Yale Cancer Center and Smilow Cancer Hospital staff 
have to meet our patient care, research, education, and 
outreach goals.The staff profiled are examples of the great 
work being done here, and the dedication and values we 
possess. To suggest someone to be profiled, please contact 
Emily Fenton.   
  
Since the Breast 
Center at 
Smilow Cancer 
Hospital at Yale-
New Haven 
opened about 
two and a half 
years ago, 
Kristine Lamb 
has been a 
Clinical Referral 
Specialist in 
Diagnostic 
Radiology.  After 
an appointment, patients check-out with Kristine and she 
arranges the scheduling of follow-up appointments, such as 

Req# 17202  
  
  
Assistant Administrator  
Req# 17846 
  
  
Financial Analyst  
Req# 17140 
  
   
Learn More >> 

 
Submissions 

Please submit your recent 
publication and grant 
announcements to: 

 
Renee Gaudette 
Director, Public Affairs and 
Marketing 

renee.gaudette@yale.edu  
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imaging and surgery, and makes sure they have everything 
they need before they leave. She also works with breast 
surgery, GYN, infusion, and medical oncology to coordinate a 
patient's care.  
  
"Seeing a patient smile is a huge reward for me, and lets me 
know that I must be doing something right. It is not an easy job, 
and not just because of the scheduling, you become attached 
to the patients, and it's hard seeing them go through something 
as devastating as cancer," Kristine said.  
  
Kristine is on the front line and interacts with patients on a daily 
basis. She commented on how lucky she is to have such a 
great staff to support her. Her manager, Sally Howell of 
Diagnostic Radiology at YNHH, said, "Kristine consistently 
demonstrates the 'I am Yale New Haven' pledge to our patients 
and families.  I am delighted that she is being recognized in the 
Employee Profile for DirectConnect. Kudos to Kristine!" 
  

 
Funding Opportunities 
 
 

Uniting Against Lung Cancer 
Uniting Against Lung Cancer announces funding opportunities 
for research aimed at improved treatment and a cure for lung 
cancers. Last year, Uniting Against Lung Cancer funded over 
$1 million in research; we look forward to increasing our 
support this year. 
  
The Foundation is prioritizing novel ideas with potential to 
make a significant impact on current treatment of lung cancer 
and patient survival, adding years rather than months. We 
have placed high priority on funding research that has a clear 
path to clinical application and/or therapeutic development. 
Proposals for basic science are greatly aided by a forward-
looking research plan outlining clinical potential. UALC funding 
is intended primarily as seed money for promising and 
potentially transformative new projects, rather than funding 
projects that already receive considerable support. Cross 
discipline collaborations are strongly encouraged. Proposals 
do not require large amounts of preliminary data, but must 
have a clear hypothesis and research plan to be completed 
within the two-year grant term. 
Application Deadline: August 15, 2012 
Learn More >> 
  
  
Damon Runyon Cancer Research Foundation Followship 
Awards 
The Damon Runyon Fellowship Award is designed to provide 
early career scientists with resources to further hone their 
cancer research skills and explore their own ideas while 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001TBSLlWbsZwGVLMguGBlvVl0aVvb2HIlXSsTyMXBLs_aD6X9y7f0VrL8uj8l2vqQFS5uEHX5qKVyfCzCZ1TcDrfVDkG9JMOcDoCq6nbD9HyRZwTdP0MqyeuRCXeDjIUk4_dAJ-auHqT7cIBvrYpdDr7tfmgVWv1dk9qv8AnHrUaNq4UtXxNvC0Q==


working with mentors in top universities and cancer research 
centers.  
 
Candidates must apply for the fellowship under the guidance of 
a sponsor -- a scientist (tenured, tenure-track, or equivalent 
position) capable of providing mentorship to the fellow. Awards 
are made to institutions for the support of the fellow under 
direct supervision of the sponsor.  
 
The foundation encourages all theoretical and experimental 
research relevant to the study of cancer and the search for 
cancer causes, mechanisms, therapies, and prevention. 
Application Deadline: August 15, 2012 
Learn More >> 
  
  
Hartwell Foundation Biomedical Research Award 
For early-stage, innovative, cutting-edge, and high risk 
biomedical research that has the potential to be transformative. 
The proposed research should not yet have qualified for 
significant funding from outside sources.  Research should 
benefit children, particularly in the U.S. $100,000 per year 
for 3 years. ($300,000)  
Internal Deadline: September 7, 2012 
Learn More >> 
  
  
Alex's Lemonade Stand Foundation Epidemiology Grants 
These grants are designed to support the research of 
investigators who have a specific focus on the epidemiology, 
early detection or the prevention of childhood cancer. ALSF will 
award support to established investigators who have a track 
record of peer-reviewed publications in relevant areas. These 
awards are expected to provide additional funds that will allow 
investigators to pursue novel and promising epidemiological 
approaches to understanding the cause of childhood cancers 
and how such insight can be used for early detection or 
prevention of childhood cancer. 
Application Deadline:  December 17, 2012 
Learn More >> 
  
  
Gabrielle's Angels Foundation  
Gabrielle's Angel Foundation funds the nation's best science in 
the fields of leukemia, lymphoma, and related cancers of the 
blood. The Foundation not only funds conventional scientific 
research, but also projects that combine integrative 
(complementary) therapies or botanical agents. We focus on 
projects for cancer prevention, detection and treatment that are 
most likely to be translated into clinical trials within a 3-5 year 
period. These Medical Research Awards, distributed on a 
yearly basis, each total $225,000.00 and are given over a 
three-year period. 
Application Deadline:  September 12, 2012 
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Learn More >> 
  

 Recent Publications 
   
Exome sequencing identifies recurrent somatic RAC1 
mutations in melanoma. 
Krauthammer M, Kong Y, Ha BH, Evans P, Bacchiocchi A, 
McCusker JP, Cheng E, Davis MJ, Goh G, Choi M, Ariyan S, 
Narayan D, Dutton-Regester K, Capatana A, Holman EC, 
Bosenberg M, Sznol M, Kluger HM, Brash DE, Stern DF, 
Materin MA, Lo RS, Mane S, Ma S, Kidd KK, Hayward NK, 
Lifton RP, Schlessinger J, Boggon TJ, Halaban R. 
Nat Genet. 2012 Jul 29. 
Learn More >> 
  
Perceptions of roles, practice patterns, and professional 
growth opportunities. 
McCorkle R, Engelking C, Lazenby M, Davies MJ, Ercolano E, 
Lyons CA. 
Clin J Oncol Nurs. 2012 Aug 1;16(4):382-7. 
Learn More >> 
  
Adverse events in cancer genetic testing: medical, ethical, 
legal, and financial implications. 
Brierley KL, Blouch E, Cogswell W, Homer JP, Pencarinha D, 
Stanislaw CL, Matloff ET. 
Cancer J. 2012 Jul;18(4):303-9. 
Learn More >> 
  
Stereotactic Body Radiotherapy for Central Lung Tumors. 
Rowe BP, Boffa DJ, Wilson LD, Kim AW, Detterbeck FC, 
Decker RH. 
J Thorac Oncol. 2012 Jul 26. 
Learn More >> 
  
From the guest editor: cancer genetic counseling and 
testing: past, present, and future. 
Matloff ET. 
Cancer J. 2012 Jul;18(4):285-6 
Learn More >> 
  
Understanding the molecular mechanism of sequence 
dependent Tenofovir removal by HIV-1 reverse 
transcriptase: Differences in primer binding site versus 
polypurine tract. 
Lyidogan P, Anderson KS. 
Antiviral Res. 2012 Aug;95(2):93-103. 
Learn More >> 
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